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Celebrating 175 years at 

 Mt, Hope Church! 
         

Mt. Hope 

Messenger 
July - 2022 

 
Hello Mt. Hope UCC! I am so excited to be joining 

you all as the Director of Music Ministries and of 

Children and Youth Ministries. These are two 

passions of mine that I hold very close to my heart, 

and I am so excited to be able to utilize these skills 

I’ve developed to serve in these two roles for you 

all and to bring glory to God. 

 A little more detail about me: I was raised in a 

small town in rural Pennsylvania (a one 

stoplight/”blink and you’ll miss it” kind of town). I 

was eager to leave to escape to a big city upon high 

school graduation, and I spent four years just 

outside of the most populated city of the US - New 

York. Post undergrad, I moved to Philadelphia, to 

pursue my first master’s degree. Finding it 

unfulfilling, I moved home and started on a 

teaching certificate for music education.  

Now I questioned this a lot - moving home felt like 

a step back. But what I found was a new 

appreciation for my small town, my upbringing, 

and my family. In November of 2019, I was hired at 

Temple Lutheran Church to be their first Children, 

Youth, and Family Minister, building on my passion 

for youth, kids, and ministry that was established 

during my five summers working at Bear Creek 

Camp. When I finished my degree and the 

opportunity came to pursue a degree in 

performance, something I always wanted to do but 

was put off due to an injury, I knew I couldn’t say 

no. In every aspect of my life, I’ve witnessed that 

God’s timing is always so much better than my 

own! I moved to Greensboro in August of 2021. 
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Driving to Mt. Hope for the first time, it reminded 

me so much of home. The tree-lined roads, open 

fields, and country homes. It brought back 

memories of the hometown Lutheran church that I 

first attended Bear Creek Camp through, as well as 

the many country churches I served at for day 

camps during my time on staff as a counselor. I am 

thrilled to come back to my small town roots and 

my passion for ministry. 

There are many things I’m looking forward to 

during my time here at Mt. Hope: getting to meet 

and to know all of you, establishing relationships 

with your children, and making music together. I 

am excited to see programs for the youth and 

children abound with laughter, joy, and grace. I am 

excited to work with the members of the choir to 

bring us together through the humanity of music 

inside and outside of the church building. I hope to 

help foster these unwavering and supportive 

communities so that all may know the boundless 

love of Jesus. 

I’ve always loved seasons, and the poetry that 

comes with them. You may have guessed with this 

that one of my favorite passages in the Bible is 

Ecclesiastes 3:1-8. I’d love to leave you with the 

verse of a song called “Seasons.” It goes: 

Like a seed in the snow 

I’ve been buried to grow 

For Your promise is loyal 

From seed to sequoia 

From seed to sequoia, from winter to summer, I 

can’t wait to learn and grow with you all as we sing 

songs, rejoice in child-like joy, and witness the 

works of the Holy Spirit together. 

Peace and blessings, 

Julianna Pierdomenico 

 

****************************************** 

Address Update for Linda Shue 

2258 Willard Dairy Road 

High Point NC 27265.  

New phone number is 336-307-2244.cell phone 

stays the same 336-404-2005. This is effective 

June 17, 2022      

*********************************************

* 

Consistory Minutes  

  5-12-2022 Approved 

Members Present:  Gloria Apple, Lorie Arrington, 

Cindy Hyle, Jim Turner, Dallas Belvin, Joe Hughes, 

Sharon Mims, and Dora Moore. 

Pastor Present:  Kristin Vaughn 

The meeting was called to order by Gloria Apple, a 

quorum was established and Gloria welcomed all. 

Lighting of the Christ Candle 

Cindy Hyle had a devotion and time of prayer from 

the Upper Room.  Regarding a man and his garden, 

all the creations of plants, flowers, and many 

miracles by God.  

We Celebrate our past 

Approval of Minutes:  

A motion was made by Dora Moore to approve the 

minutes from March 2022 consistory meeting and 

Jim Turner seconded.  Motion carried. 

Treasurer's Report: 

The beginning balance was $218,100.70, Receipts 

$23,735.523, and monthly expenses $20,179.31.  

Leaves an ending balance of $221,656.92.  Sharon 

Mims made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s 

report and Dallas Belvin seconded.  Motion carried.  



 

Brief discussion to remove Meals4kids and Blessing 

Bags from Vanco right now since not operating and 

add Missions / Outreach. 

Pastor’s Report 

Emily Smith and William Crumby married. One 

funeral, William Andrews. The Aria family no longer 

needs our financial support, the church was very 

supportive and did a great job.  175th Anniversary 

coming up, celebrate the 3rd weekend in 

September.  Working on Themes, currently “Keep 

the Fire” from Amy Grant, title of activity held at 

her ranch. They light a fire and literally keep it lit all 

weekend, what do we need to keep the spirit and 

the fire lit? Going to ask all committees to 

participate. Maybe a lock in and bonfire for the 

youth. The shelter and playground is drawing 

people visiting and using it more.  Vacation for 

Pastor, June 26, July 3, July 31, and Aug 7th. 

Discussed personnel changes. May 15th Mental 

Health in NFH, May 22nd at Lake Mackintosh. 

Hardin replaces the flag and wants to do so, in 

memory of Steve Shue.  Motion made by Dora 

Moore to accept and seconded by Cindy Hyle. 

Carried 

Prayer needs discussion and prayer held by the 

pastor. 

Committee Reports: 

Maintenance & Trustees –icemaker parts not here, 

walk lights soon by Bennie to be replaced, a/c 

fixed, and steeple is on schedule, Clorox will be 

added to the well this week. 

  

WISE - focusing on anxiety in children, teens, & 

adults during May Mental Health Month. We are 

making several Coping Tool Kits to help with 

anxiety, to be distributed to schools.  Several kits 

will be available at the church on a first-come first-

serve basis. 

Personnel Committee - Gloria discussed changes. 

Committee Highlights - being submitted by Gloria 

and sent out in Midweek Matters weekly. 

If a committee was not listed, there is no report at 

this time. 

Prayer of Intercession – Pastor Kristin 

Old Business: 

Steeple Repair - Gloria Apple and the maintenance 

committee have decided there will be no painting 

of the steeple.  This has been thoroughly 

researched.  Bennie is coming and going to try to 

clean and see how it does.  If we want it cleaned, 

members will do and Gloria recommended it be 

left alone, no painting of any kind. 

Motion - Joe Hughes made a motion to accept the 

recommendation of the maintenance committee 

regarding steeple.  Seconded by Cindy Hyle.  

Motion Carried. 

Task Force - haven’t met 

Cleaning Old Fellowship Hall - Gloria meeting 

someone to haul everything left off. 

Procedure Book - is being worked on by various 

ones. Freddie is to get with Bennie. 

BOCE Vote – Prayground still being researched but 

rejected by vote at this time, discussed making 

better worship bags, using tv to show service in the 

nursery, Kristin suggested creating a sub group to 

get info and ideas from other churches etc. Also, 

Julianna coming on board may have ideas. 

New Business:  Gloria Apple 

Cindy Hyle - checking into organizing a 

Grasshoppers game activity. 

Charge and Benediction 

Meeting adjourned. 



 

Next meeting June 9, at 7:00 pm  

Respectfully submitted, 

Lorie Arrington 

Secretary 

 

 

*********************************************

* 

�Youth Corner �    

● Coming Soon!  Save the Date! 
 

July 10th - Youth Pool Outing at the  
Strouth’s. 
 
The remainder of July there will be no 
youth meetings.  Due to multiple families 
being out of town.  We will resume in 
August!  Be ready!  Fun ahead! 

*************************************** 

�Reminder� 
 

You may reserve the picnic shelter for 

your next event.  Please call the church 

office at 336-697-1561 or email to  

mthopeuccoffic@gmail.com .   

 
 
***************************************************** 

 
 

 

Wishing Well 
 

More than one in six people around the world 
do not have access to improved water sources, 
according to the World Health Organization. 
Around 894 million people worldwide are 
forced to collect dangerous or polluted water 
for their daily use.  We are blessed to live in a 
country where water is readily accessible. So 
we have set a goal to collect $3,000.00 to dig a 
well and we are halfway there. Help us reach 
our goal.   
 
***************************************************** 

 

It’s time for the Garden!  

Contact for information: 
Cindy Hyle at cindylh13@gmail.com. 

There are fresh goodies ready! There is a 

table under the trees on the Old Julian 

Road side next to the cemetery with free 

mailto:mthopeuccoffic@gmail.com


 

to take veggies and more.  If you have 

something extra from your garden, feel 

free to place it on the table for the taking. 

Volunteers are needed to water and help 

maintain things.  Just contact Cindy Hyle. 

WISE Moment 

LGBT Youth increased risk for 

depression, anxiety and suicde 

Last month we touched on depression, anxiety, and 

suicide rates amongst LGBTQ+ youth, but the 

statistics aren’t all bleak.  It’s important to know 

there are proven solutions and opportunities for us 

to help everyone feel safe and accepted in a 

society that does not accept or protect them. 

With all of this new language emerging, “gender-

affirming,” “preferred pronouns,” “they/them,” “non-

binary” etc., it’s difficult to know exactly what’s okay 

to do or say. It’s especially intimidating to even 

attempt putting it into practice.  There’s a common 

misconception that if you address someone in the 

wrong manner, you risk retaliation, getting labeled 

as “offensive,” “politically incorrect,” or otherwise 

made out to be a bad person, but none of that 

would be true.  The fact of the matter is, nobody is 

perfect.  The overwhelming majority doesn’t expect 

you to get it right on the first attempt. We all make 

mistakes.  Getting things wrong is in fact part of any 

learning process. What people want to see is that 

you're at least trying to understand, because now, 

an entire community who once had no way to 

articulate their own identity has new ways of 

expressing themselves and it’s literally saving lives: 

-Transgender and nonbinary youth who reported 

having pronouns respected by all of the people they 

lived with attempted suicide at half the rate of those 

who did not have their pronouns respected by 

anyone with whom they lived. 

-LGBTQ+ Youth who had access to spaces that 

affirmed their sexual orientation and gender identity 

reported lower rates of attempting suicide. 

-Suicide rates amongst homosexual youth dropped 

significantly immediately following the legalization 

of gay marriage in the states where they lived. 

So what can we do to help? 

Above all else, have an open mind.  Let them 

speak without judgment, and let them know that 

they are in a safe place.  Maybe even consider 

introducing yourself with your own pronouns 

(he/him, she/her, they/them) in order to give them a 

safe space to express their own pronouns.  I know 

it’s intimidating.  Sometimes, trying to understand 

something new can be scary or confusing, but 

please trust me when I say this is a simple act that 

will immediately make those in the LGBTQ+ 

community feel safe and secure.  It may sound silly, 

but it works.   

If somebody corrects you for using the wrong 

pronoun or otherwise addressing them in an 

unsatisfactory manner, try not to assume they’re 

doing it out of malice or to embarrass you.  Kindly 

thank them for correcting you and move on.  It 

takes a lot of courage to show their true self like 

that when it’s so easy for people to take it the 

wrong way.  Give them grace and patience and 

you're likely to get it in return. In the unlikely event 

that you don’t get it in return, try to understand they 

have likely lived a life full of struggle and 

discrimination that’s developed a cynicism within 

themselves they can’t control–know that you tried 

your best, give them grace, and move on. 

Remember that you can only make a difference if 

you at least try! We have to talk to each other! 

Acting in gentleness does not require believers to 

lie, betray their conscience, or give a false sense of 

support.  It does, however, mean that we as 

Christians cannot justify approaching the subject in 

a careless or callous manner.  We are all God’s 

children after all, and these people just want what 

we all want.  They want dignity, to be accepted for 

who they are, to be loved, to be safe.  Let us be 

that people.  Let here be that place. Let us be the 

Church. 

All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome 

in this place. 

If they are expressing that they want to harm 

themselves, call Prevention Lifeline 1-800-273-

TALK, text the Crisis Text Line at 741741, visit 

www.thetrevorproject.org for resources, or have 

them speak with a trusted counselor.  

There are safety pins with a rainbow bead at the 

front of the church.  Please take and wear them as 

a symbol of your support.  A safety pin is a sign to 



 

all who are marginalized that they are safe with 

you.  

 
History of the Women with the church  

Please read about our Women Fellowship as it 

was our high-lighted group recently. Thank you 

to Dee Greeson for providing information and 

her hard work.  

The Ladies’ Auxiliary at Mt. Hope was 

organized in 1927.  The women’s group was 

later called the Women’s Guild.  In the 1950’s 

there were four circles within the group called 

the Women’s Guild.  In the late 1960’s the 

women’s group became known as the Church 

Women.  Later, the group became two circles 

and now is one called the Women’s 

Fellowship.  

The Women’s Fellowship meets on the second 

Tuesday of each month.  The meetings consist 

of fellowship, business, and group studies of 

books and various materials.  

For years, members of the group have 

participated heavily in the churches semi-

annual Chicken Pie and BBQ supper.  

Members of the Women’s Fellowship have 

prepared and provided food for bereaved 

families since the church has been in 

existence.  This is accomplished by contacting 

members to prepare food on an individual 

basis or working in conjunction with the 

bereavement committee to prepare a meal 

upon a family’s request. 

Numerous cards sent each month is an 

important ministry to let people know they are 

loved and cared about. 

Frequently, the Women’s Fellowship selects a 

project to improve the church.   Some 

examples are refurbishing the pastor’s office, 

installing ceiling tiles and new flooring for the 

dessert room and restrooms of the new 

fellowship hall, and purchasing blinds for the 

church offices.  

Each year the Women’s Fellowship participate 

in the following: 

*Provide assistance to a family in need in the 

community 

*Present honor or memorial certificates to 

deserving church members.  

*Harvest and can beets to sell as a fundraiser. 

*Collect and/or make bazaar items to sell as a 

fundraiser. 

*Assist the WNCA in writing thank you notes. 

*Provide monetary donations to six worthy 

organizations. 

 The Women’s Fellowship are especially proud 

of Mt. Hope Quilters for making numerous 

quilts for Victory Junction Gang, church 

members and others in the community when 

they have had a loss or experienced hard 

times.  

 

Board of Christian Education  

Vacation Bible School ~ Thank you to 

the many people who helped to make 

our Music Camp and VBS week a huge 

success. And it was a success!  We had 



 

34 children and middle schoolers 

learning to play musical instruments and 

hearing Bible Stories about God’s 

creation this year, and we served 68 

meals each day.  The Friday night 

concert was quite impressive, too.   

   Susan Finley 

~ Board or Christian Education will not 

meet in July.  Next meeting will be 

August 7, at 2 p.m. 

********************************************** 

THANK YOU to all that helped, donated, 

and participated in the Andy Open!!  It 

was a great success!  The money will be 

going to the Community Resource & 

Youth of Mt. Hope Church.  The total for 

the tournament was $3342.00.  To God 

be the Glory!!!   

 

   

 



 

 

 

 

***************************************************** 

 

Ekin Ustunel’s last day was on 6/26/22 as our 

accompanist.  She has delighted us many 

Sunday’s with her talents, as well as delightful 

concerts and her work with the children.  The 

great news is she has received a new position 

as the Director of Young Musicians of 

Alamance and we wish her the best with this 

new adventure!  We know you will make a 

difference for these children.  She is a member 

here at Mt. Hope so we hope to continue 

seeing her smiling face just in the pews, not on 

the bench.  Thank you Ekin for all you have 

done at Mt. Hope!  Best wishes on your new 

position!  May God bless you and YMA! 

 

 

 

 
 



 

Pickled beets are ready!  A special thank you 
to Margaret and Norman Sharpe for planting 

the beets for us and helping several of our hard 
working women pull them.  Linda Miller 

coordinated this project and allowed us to 
wash and top the beets at her home.  Then the 
beets were taken to Clifton Greeson’s where 

he cooked the beets the next morning with the 
help of Randy and Colton Underwood.  Clifton 
and Bill Craft then delivered the beets to the 

church and the ladies were ready to begin the 
canning process.  A record number of 177 

quarts are now ready at $10 each.  You can let 
Dee Greeson 336-697-8396, Linda Miller 336-
697-1651, or any of the ladies know if you want 

to purchase beets.   
 

 

 

Beet pick up days will be on Saturday, July 

2 and Saturday, July 9 from 10 a.m. until 1 

p.m.  We will be located under the shade 

tree next to the cemetery on the Old Julian 

Road side.  For easy drive thru, please 

enter the driveway beside the church on Mt. 

Hope Church Road. Correct change or a 

check made payable to Mt. Hope Church 

Women would be appreciated.  If you have 

placed an order for beets, let us know you 

are coming and we will have your order 

ready.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

Steeple Repair 

Our steeple is repaired and back where it 

belongs. 

Thank you to everyone who donated to the 

steeple fund and special thanks to Bennie 

Gerner, Bob Hamlett and the maintenance 

committee for their persistence over the past 

few years to see this project through to 

completion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.mthopeucc.com 

We have a new look on our website! 

Please visit it and take a look around.  

But….also know that it is not complete. 

There will be a member’s page added 

with more information and it will be 

password protected.  The password will 

be given out through the email blast. 

For those of you that do mobile meals 

and sign up through the site, click on the 

What’s Happening tab at the top.  It 

takes you to mobile meals and the 

monthly calendar. 

For the monthly newsletter, there is a 

newsletter page, click on the month and 

you will get that newsletter.  If it is a 

month we have not gotten to yet for the 

year, it will have last year's newsletter. 

There will be an archive of newsletters 

within the member page that is coming. 

When you click on the More tab at the 

top.  It will take you to sermons, giving, 

newsletters, committees (there are more 

to come), how to contact us and more.  

Feedback is welcome in a kind manner. 

Unfortunately, we cannot please 

everyone but we are trying to make it 

user friendly and attractive.  The more 

the site is used and visited, the better 

we show up when someone is searching 

for a local church.  So please, visit it and 

make us popular.  More to come soon! 

Click on the link at the top to visit! 

Lorie Arrington  

http://www.mthopeucc.com/


 

  
*Note there will be no Consistory Meeting or 
BOCE in July. Also, there will be no Garden 
Club or Women’s Fellowship July, & August 
*No Bible Study till late August 
 
 
Sunday, July 3  
    10:30 am Worship  
    11:30 am Gather, Learn, & Grow 
    11:30 am Youth & Children Music 
      5:00 pm Youth Meeting 
Monday, July 4th  
               NO YOGA 
Wednesday, July 6 
       7:00 pm Choir Practice 
Thursday, July 7th 
             NO YOGA  
Sunday, July 10 
    10:30 Worship  
    11:30 am Gather, Learn, & Grow 
    11:30 am, Youth & Children Music 
      5:00 pm Youth Meeting 
Monday, July 11 
         6:00 pm Yoga with Sonia 
Wednesday, July 13 
     7:00 pm Choir practice  
Thursday, July 14 
     8:00 am Yoga with Sonia 
Sunday, July 17 
   10:30 am Worship   
   11:30 am Gather, Learn, & Grow 
   11:30 am Youth & Children Music  
     5:00 pm Youth Meeting   
Monday, July 18 
     6:00 pm Yoga with Sonia      
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tuesday, July 19 
     5:30 pm W.I.S.E. Meeting - NFH 
     6:30 pm Stewardship - Conf. Rm  
Wednesday, July 20 
        NO Choir Practice 
Thursday, July 21 
     8:00 am Yoga with Sonia  
Sunday, July 24 
   10:30 am Worship  
   11:30 am Gather, Learn, & Grow   
   11:30 am Youth & Children Music                     
     5:00 pm Youth Meeting  
Monday, July 25 
     6:00 pm Yoga with Sonia  
Wednesday, July 27  
     NO Choir Practice 
Thursday, July 28 
      8:00 am Yoga with Sonia  
Sunday, July 31 
     10:30 am Worship 
      11:30 am Gather, Learn, & Grow 
      11:30 am Youth & Children Music 
        5:00 pm Youth Meeting  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
  

 

July Birthdays 
 

1st Terri Staley 

 Wes Royal 

3rd Cheryl Royal                 

4th Helen Busick 

6th  Kyle Kirkpatrick 

7th Nancy Wimbish 

 Amy Wilk 

 Darlene Greeson-Stewart 

8th William (Bill) Welker, Sr. 

9th Donnie Cheek 

10th Richard Freeman 

11th Harriett Phipps 

14th  Cole Levens 

 Patti Levens Harden 

16th Melissa Sawyer 

17th Amy Lord 

18th  Stan Buff 

Stephanie Warren 

 Betty Settlemyre 

 

 

�July Anniversaries� 

 

7/2 Jeryl & Gloria Apple   

7/4 John & Melinda Kozak 

 William (Bill) & Peggy Welker Sr 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy 175th Anniversary  

Mt. Hope UCC !!! 

Celebration in September          
 

 

 

 

 

 

20th  Jonathan Kilby 

24th  Gary Owens 

25th  Sandi Kirkpatrick 

 Kendall McDade 

26th Constance Blakesley 

27th  Emma Vaughn 

 Kaden Whitesell 

 Tracy Nelson 

29th  Shannon Levens 

 Sawyer Moore 

30th Betty Greeson 

31st Stephanie Webb 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7/6  Tony & Terri Staley 

7/20 Jeff & Beth Harris 

7/27 Richard & Sonia Knowles 

7/31 Tommy & Susie Simpson 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

Health Care Center 
            

Alamance House             R. Denny Ingold (#112)       
Clapp’s Nursing Center  Robert Ingold (#710)  

                      Ralph Scott Homes             Betty Kim Settlemyre 
                      Brookdale Burlington  Peggie Coble (#74) 
                      Twin Lakes              Darlene Cherry 
   Blakey Hall               Jeanne Ingold (#103B)     

 

Mt. Hope Military Connections    
 
Scott Amick  Grant Harden   Josh Ellis    Michael Terraforte 
Kyle Gerner  Megan Moore Hughes  Abigail Thompson 

; 
 
 

Members, Friends, & Relatives 
     
Betty & Richard Kime 
Pat Levens 
LuEller Ingold 
J.R. Shoffner 
Bill and Peggy Welker                                      
Lloyd & Sylvia Gilliam 
Sharon Nance 
Nancy Wimbish                           
Mandy Levens 
Libby Lowdermilk             
Ukraine & people of Russia 
Alonzo Smith  
Steve & Peggy Burns 
Tyler Stewart 
Larry May 
Brian Smith    
Adelita Swaim 
Shane Swaim    
Goldie Sawyer                               
Joan May 
Judy Gerner 
Noral & Cindy Belvin 
Dave Blakesley & Connie     
Bonnie Thompson 
Virginia Collins 
Jane Nelson 
Evelyn Thompson 
Kate Ford 

Robin Stallings 
Dave Blakesley 
Jeanne Ingold 
Virginia Baker 
Marcia Cham 
Ken Cham 
Peggy Greeson 
Marie Woodard Butler 
Jim Turner 
Steve Burns 
Abby Hawkins 
Barbara Gryder 
Freddie Gossett 
Jaynee Brown 
Family of Tonya Moore 
 
 
 
 
  


