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Pastor’s Love Letter:  “By Another Road” 

 

I have been on a hunt for a kitchen table for 

our home that meets some specific criteria as the 

table is a central piece of furniture to a home.  I 

have been looking for a few years, on and off and a 

few months ago, my uncle called and offered us a 

table that they, after a recent downsizing, were no 

longer using.  This might just be the right table for 

us, I thought.  Well, a new table began the fear of 

change within the household.  “A new table?” 

everyone said in their own way in their own time 

inferring a bit of fear, a distaste for change and 

displeased that they were going to have to move off 

center to accommodate the needs of the new 

furniture.   

2020 was the perfect year to make the 

change.  The table arrived and was set in place.  

Turned on the other axis in the room, some 

members of the family asked, “Where will I sit?” 

others said, “I am only going to sit here!”  while 

another said, “I don’t want to sit anywhere unless it 

is in my old place at the old table.”  At first the only 

thing we could agree on was that change was hard.  

In order to be fair, the new house rule was that we 

would not “pick” our seat for 2 weeks.  At each 

meal we would sit at whatever seat was available 

and stake no claims on one particular place.   

It was hard.  I can speak for myself that I am 

a creature of habit.  I like to know where my stuff is 

and where I am going to feel welcome.  Change is 

hard.  Yet, it is good to have a time to start over.  

The start of a new semester in school means new 

notebooks and fresh pages.  The beginning of a new 

year can mean a new journal where all the pages are 
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opportunities waiting to hold new thoughts, not 

already filled with mistakes from the past.  Maybe 

you have already turned the page from 2020 (the 

unpredictable year of change) to a new year full of 

possibilities that look a lot brighter than last year.   

Sitting at my new spot at the table early one 

morning, a cup of coffee in my hand, the light over 

our new table burning dimly in the dark of a pre-

dawn morning, I read these words from the 

lectionary scripture reading on the first Sunday of 

the new year, “And having been warned in a dream 

not to return to Herod, they left for their own 

country by another road.”  By another road… 

I don’t know what 2021 will hold for us, our 

families, our church our own spirits, but I do know 

that God comes in what feels like the most 

inopportune times to interrupt things.  To shake 

things up just enough that we can’t find our balance 

unless we put our foot down in a different place.  

Like standing at the shore of the ocean and allowing 

the undercurrent to sink the sand right under our 

feet.  Eventually, you must take a step on different 

ground to balance the life you know.  But in this 

scripture, I am reminded that God, comes as a holy 

detour.  Like a flashing neon sign that says, “You 

will get where you are trying to go, but I want you 

to go the long way.  Go my way,” God says, “I want 

you to see some things you won’t get to see any 

other way!”   

The wise travelers remind us that we are to 

be intentional about our actions and be mindful of 

our motives.  Some of us could have been a real 

grouch (and might have been!) about our new 

seating arrangements about the breakfast and dinner 

table, but I promise you that we all learned 

something vital, essential and significant from a 

different seat in the house.  You try it!  What do you 

see when you change your seating arrangement at 

the table?  Sit in a different chair to watch evening 

television?  What if we decided that in 2021 we 

would mindfully take a different seat around the 

tables of leadership, the tables of privilege, the table 

of understanding the needs of the poor, the 

underserved, those who seek justice for things we 

do not have to fight for ourselves?   

Getting that new, old table was a gift of far 

greater value than a place to eat our meals.  It taught 

me what it feels like to see the world from a 

different point of view.  In 2021 I will be changing 

the way I sit to view the world.  I would love to 

have your company around this table the Lord has 

prepared for us.  Our cups runneth over.  I wonder 

who’s doesn’t. 

The Moravian’s have a blessing that I love, 

“Come, Lord Jesus, our guest to be and bless these 

gifts bestowed by thee.”  My prayer for this new 

year is this: “God help me to see and experience 

your blessings, even the ones that feel like 

inconvenient detours.  Help me to see what you 

need me to see.  Help Mt. Hope Church to see what 

you need us to see. And as we leave this year and 

go home, as we exit out of Covid and back into a 

more normal lifestyle of togetherness, may we be 

intentional about going the direction you would 

have us to go.  Help us pay attention to the holy 

detours.”   

 

Courage and strength for your new year’s 

journey— 

Pastor Kristin 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Luminaries 
Epiphany, the celebration of Light, is January 3.  

We will celebrate Epiphany that Sunday morning 

on Facebook live and on Sunday evening, Jan 3 

please take a moment to pass by the church and 

enjoy the luminaries all around the church.  This is 

a new celebration for us at Mt. Hope and one that 

we hope will bring light and life into our world as 

we celebrate, Jesus the Christ, the light of our 

world! 

 
 



 
Thank you to all who donated to make our 

angel tree a success this year.  All the 
angels in need received clothing, toys, 
treats and a grocery store gift card for 

each family. 
Thank you to Bennie Gerner for delivering 

the gifts. 
 
 

 
 
 

Christmas Care Packages 
 

On December 11th we delivered 76 
Christmas Care Packages to all the 
Alamance Plaza residents. The packages 

included a quart of soup, sleeve of 
crackers, Christmas tree cakes, candy 

canes, oranges and apples. Thank you to 
Cliff Greeson and Alan Sawyer for making 
the soup, to Pastor Kristin for donating 

oranges, Lisa Moser for donating 
Christmas tree cakes, and Gloria Apple for 
the apples, ribbon and candy canes. 

Thanks to Judy Gerner and Dee Greeson 
for coming to our aid to get the bags ready 

in time. A big thank you to the Vaughn 
Family for delivering all the care packages. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Happy New Year!   
Whew! 2020 is finally over.  We started the year 

normally enough.  We had great fun at the annual 

Bingo night, and we raised funds to help the 

animals and fire fighters in Australia experiencing 

the wildfires by selling koala bears.  Such a great 

missions idea by our own Kathryn Vaughn that 

allowed us to help people we didn’t even know who 

lived 10,000 miles away, in a very different part of 

the world, and to share cute koala bears for 

Valentine’s Day with the residents of Alamance 

Plaza, family and friends in our own community.  

“And a little child shall lead them.”  

Then, COVID-19 invaded our lives.  The COVID-

19 pandemic changed all of our lives in indelible 

ways.  Homes became office workspaces and school 

classrooms.  Parents learned how to be productive 

remote workers while also monitoring and teaching 

their children personally.  We all learned to function 

alone, and in isolation.  We missed being with our 

co-workers, friends, extended family and church 

family, and some of us lost someone close to us 

without having the opportunity for a final goodbye. 

Fortunately, we were reminded, in very concrete 

ways, that church is people, not a building.  Mt. 

Hopers stepped up, and learned to think outside the 

box.  We found many ways to be the church in our 

community in new and unique ways.  Our ministers 

stepped out in faith, became technology gurus, and 

led us to be better missionaries in our own 

community. 

We worshipped together on Facebook, allowing 

people from both near and far to participate.  In fact, 

this is one new way to do church I’m hoping we 



will keep even after we are able to worship together 

once more.  Pastor Kristin stayed connected with 

our children and young at heart through the reading 

of books, and offered prayer times.  We learned 

how to study the Bible with others, and meet with 

others to do church business on ZOOM.   

Our youth learned that fellowship around the table 

can also be experienced on ZOOM.  Our children 

(and some adults) learned that we could discover 

more about the crucifixion and resurrection of 

Jesus, hunt Easter eggs, experience Vacation Bible 

School as STAYcation Bible School from home, re-

live the Christmas story and put on a Christmas 

Pageant, and even visit with Santa, all with a 

computer.   

Our music leadership expanded their areas of 

responsibility beyond music and worship, which by 

themselves were challenging enough while learning 

and using unfamiliar technologies.  They 

coordinated the outreach opportunity to feed those 

in need through lunch delivery five days a week, 

and to meet the needs of school children and others 

in the community through the sharing of books in 

our new “Little Library,” and so much more. 

We have also learned a new appreciation for all of 

our essential workers.  Those who, by simply doing 

their jobs every day, put themselves at great 

personal risk. They unselfishly continued to do their 

jobs in stressful times, often working even longer 

than normal hours, and many of whom were 

separated from their immediate family members as 

a health precaution.  But, without the services they 

provided to us, we would have been in quite a 

predicament. 

Just since the middle of November, Mt. Hope has 

delivered Thanksgiving and Christmas Day lunches 

to Alamance Plaza residents, Advent kits to 

worshippers, provided treat sacks to the children 

and youth in our church family and community, and 

sponsored the annual Christmas Card Exchange.  

We also donated Angel Tree items to help provide 

Christmas for area children and delivered a gift to 

each of our shut-ins, although minus the traditional 

accompanying caroling.   

Thank you to Mandy and Beezer Levens and Nancy 

Phipps for graciously providing this year’s treat 

sacks.  Thank you to Kristin and Emma Vaughn, 

Lillie Honey and Joan Hedrick and everyone who 

dressed up as his or her favorite Christmas story 

character, for helping to make the Christmas 

Pageant possible.  Thanks to our in-house “postal 

workers” who sorted and prepared our Christmas 

cards for pick-up, Marcia Cham, Elizabeth Craft, 

Cindy Hyle, Sara Shue and Becky Stafford.  Thank 

you to everyone who donated items, time or money, 

made lists, packaged food or supplies, or made 

deliveries, not only in the last couple of months, but 

throughout the entirety of 2020. 

So, as we begin a new year, let’s look forward to 

when we can return to some level of normalcy.  

However, let’s also remember the important things 

we learned this last year.  Let’s continue to look 

outside the box for new and different ways to be the 

church.  Let’s remember to count our blessings 

every day.  And let’s continue to pray for those in 

need, asking God how we can best help alleviate the 

pain and suffering around us.  Let’s continue to look 

for ways to do good.  And, “God bless us, 

everyone!”  Susan Finley 

 
       
 

 

 
As we continue to physically be apart to keep others 

safe as well as ourselves, the Women’s Fellowship 

of Mt. Hope has not let the pandemic dampen our 

faith in God, our love for our church, our family and 

for each other.    We have met each month via 

Zoom and will continue to do this as long as 

necessary.  Our study of the book The Secret Life of 

Bees continues and our next Zoom meeting will be 

on Tuesday, January 12th at 6:30 p.m.  

As we begin 2021, these women are ready to look 

forward to how we can assist our church and 

community and learn from our book and Bible 

studies.  They are always willing to share their time 

and talents to benefit others.  This is how we serve 

our God. 

Blessings and Happy New Year, 

Dee Greeson  

 



 
The choir will be taking a break in January! We will 

resume weekly practice on February 3rd. In the 

meantime, choir members, please make sure to 

come by the church to pick up your singer’s mask 

from the choir room. Enjoy the holidays and some 

well-deserved rest!  

 

 

 
 

Thank you – We want to thank all of you for the 

wonderful meal that you provided to us after Joe’s 

funeral. You will never know how much we 

appreciate all the visits, prayers & phone call and 

the delicious food. May God Bless all of you- 

Evelyn & Family 

 

Thank You – Kristin, Gloria & everyone who 

pitched in, Thank you! 

Just wanted to thank you so much for bringing the 

meals to the residents for Thanksgiving. We are so 

appreciative of all your efforts to provide not only a 

meal, but love and support!  

We’ll look forward to seeing you all for Christmas 

too.  Blessings, Anna Green (on behalf of us at 

Alamance Plaza) 

 

Thank You – Dear Mt. Hope Church, 

 We are in receipt of you member dues in the 

amount of $422.00. With your help, we are able to 

work toward our goal to strengthen the spiritual and 

community life of people and congregations across 

the association.   WNCA 

 

Thank You – Samaritan Class 

 Be still and know…..Psalm 46:10 

Your thoughts and prayers have provided us 

strength in our recovery.  

  Love, Dave & Connie Blakesley 

 

Thank You – Dear Gleaner/Whitener Class, 

 Thank you so much for the cards and 

prayers over the years for my mother, Linda May. It 

has meant a lot to her and our family. We will keep 

o all in our prayers and hope you stay safe and 

healthy and enjoy the holiday season. 

  Love, Amy May & Larry May 

 

Thank You – Mt Hope Family, thank you for all 

you do for us at Alamance Plaza. God bless you and 

yours as we all celebrate Christ’s birthday.    

Regina Pahley 

 

Thank You – Thank you for all the wonderful 

things you do for us here at Alamance Plaza.  

 Linda Smith 

 

Thank You – Mt. Hope Church, wishing your 

family a very Merry Christmas and a happy new 

year!! Thanks for all that the members and friends 

of your church family do for others, May God Bless 

you’ll! Love Mayree King 

 

Thank You – Wishing you all the wonder and 

magic of Christmas. I would like to thank you for 

all the support and great help you have all been to 

me. I can’t say how much help you have blessed me 

with.  Love and all blessings, Debra Flores 

 

Thank you Mobile Meals volunteers for 

everything you do. The church and the 

community appreciates your service. We are 

grateful for the food and blessings you 

deliver every week. 

The Mobile Meals will start delivering again 

on January 5th, 2021. If you would like to 

receive meals, please contact Mt. Hope 

Church office at (phone number) and leave 

your information including your name, 

address and the number of meals needed.         

Thank you!  Ekin 



 
 

1st Wayne Greeson 

2nd Amy Greeson, Marie Linnens,  

          David Prater  

3rd Shannon Young 

4th Jimmy Greeson, Peggy Greeson 

7th Pat Branson, Roger Neese, Mikayla  

          Stevens 

9th John Perkins 

10th Wade Greeson 

11th Lisa Moser 

12th Mary Catherine Moser, Cathy Turner 

13th Addison Clark 

14th    Bradley Ash, Rebecca Levens,  

          Kayla Oehling 

15th Ida Glover 

20th    Kraven Webb 

22th Shannon Moore, Jim Turner  

24th Lillie Honey 

29th Peggy Coble 

30th    Claire Smith 
 

 

 
6th     Mr. & Mrs. Jim Wimbish  

20th   Mr. & Mrs. Harden Phipps 

23rd   Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Welker 

               

 
 

 

 
 

 
   

 
 

 
   

                  
 

 

January Calendar 

 

Friday, January 1  

       HAPPY NEW YEAR! Hope this year will be  

       a much healthier year. 

Sunday, January 3 

    10:30 am, Worship – Mt Hope Facebook Live 

      5:00 pm, Youth Meeting – Zoom 

 Wednesday, January 6 

     1:00 pm, Music Worship Wednesday 

     6:00 pm, Bible Study  (Zoom) 

       No Choir Practice 

Sunday, January 10 

    10:30 am, Worship – Mt Hope Facebook Live 

      5:00 pm, Youth Meeting – Zoom 

 Tuesday, January 12 

     6:30 pm, Church Women’s Meeting (Zoom) 

Wednesday, January 13 

          No Bible Study 

          No Choir Practice 

Thursday, January 14 

   10:00 am Music & Worship (Zoom) 

     7:00 pm, Consistory Meeting (Zoom) 

Sunday, January 17  

   2:00 pm Board of Christian Education (Zoom) 

   5:00 pm Youth Meeting 

Wednesday, January 20 

        No Bible Study 

    No Choir Practice 

Sunday, January 24 

     10:30 am, Worship – Mt Hope Facebook Live 

      5:00 pm, Youth Meeting – Zoom 

Monday, January 25  – Deadline for February      

           Newsletter Information Turn-in 

Wednesday, January 27  

    No Bible Study 

    No Choir Practice 

Sunday, January 31 

      10:30 am, Worship – Mt Hope Facebook Live 

      5:00 pm, Youth Meeting – Zoom 

 

 

 
 
 
   

       
 

 
   



 
 

 

 
 

Health Care Center 
            

Alamance Health Care Center Grady Gerner (#34) 

Alamance Health Care Center Teresa Oakley (#83) 

Alamance House              R. Denny Ingold (#112) 

Clapps Nursing Center  Robert Ingold (#209) 

Ralph Scott Homes              Betty Kim Settlemyre 

Woodhaven (Albermarle)             Annie Lee Apple 

Morning View               Peggie Coble (#101) 

Twin Lakes               Darlene Cherry 

Clapps Assisted Living             Jeanne Ingold (#315) 

 

Mt. Hope Military Connections 
 

Scott Amick  Grant Harden 

Kyle Gerner  Megan Moore Hughes 

Michael Clapp  Mikayla Stevens 

Josh Ellis  Michael Terraforte 

Abigail Thompson 

 

Members/Friends & Relatives 
Betty Settlemyre 

Betty & Richard Kime 

Wesley Reece 

Pat Levens 

Emma Jean Greeson 

Jim & Nancy Wimbish 

LuEller Ingold 

Marianne Reynolds 

J.R. Shoffner 

Laurie Baker 

LB Friddle 

Bryce Rhew 

Bob & Dottie Deeter 

Jim Gallagher 

Debbie Underwood 

Adelita Swaim 

Goldie & Carol Sawyer 

Dennis & Cynthia McGee 

Cindy Hamlett 

Heinz Slayton 

Corona virus victims 

Bill & Peggy Welker                                      

Mandy & Beezer Levens                                     

Cole Yedlowski 

Lloyd & Sylvia Gilliam 

Susan and Dan Martin 

Hayden Stallings 

Glenn Shipp  

Joyce Shipp 

Kay Jones 

Dustin Goodwin - friend of 

 Becky   

Mt. Hope’s Mobile Meals 

 Ministry 

Carolyn’s friends Kim, Morgan 

 Mandy 

Alonzo Smith 

Connie & Dave Blasksley 

Evan 

Cheryl Dale & Family 

Jaynee Brown  

Tony – Gloria Apple’s uncle                     

Robin Gerner 

Joyce Hammonds 

Lynn Chaplin – Virginia 

Barker’s daughter in law 

Diane Neese  

Craig Thiesen- Virginia   

 Barker’s nephew 

Family of Joe Thomas 

Henrietta McGee – Dennis 

 McGee’s stepmother 

Sophie Combs – Shannon 

 Leven’s Aunt 

Family of Elizabeth Hunt 

Lilly Shepherd- friend of 

Brenda Currie 

Jim Welker- Bill Welker’s 

brother 
Alvin Goins 

Bill & Nancy Smith 

Linda Ayers 

Donald Slayton 



 


