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Pastor's Love Letter
BY PASTOR KRISTIN

Traction, Webster tells us, is the action of drawing or pulling something over a surface, the
grip of a tire on the road. Traction seems an important concept for the sake of getting
somewhere. Hard to move fast over hardwood floors in sock feet? Why? Traction, or the lack
of it. Traveling in the snow? Hope your tires get good traction or the car won’t navigate the
roads very well, at least in a way that gets one from here to there. On the other hand, not
getting good traction, sets the stage for a less guided and predictable journey through time
and space. Who wants traction when sledding down a snowy hill? Or might I just way that
traction is the last thing you want on the smooth, slick surface of the roller skating rink!
As if we all took one collective big, deep breath at the beginning of 2021 with the hopes that
life would return to normal soon, I realized as we turned the corner to face a new year, that I
had high hopes for 2022. Those high hopes revolved somewhere around gaining traction,
being able to pick up, FINALLY, where we left off in 2020, to move forward in a linear path
toward progress. The beginning of a church year is full of celebrations of Epiphany,
revelations of the light, baptisms as we celebrate the baptism of Jesus in the river Jordan by
John the Baptist, the installation of church officers and programmatic themes. Yet, I found
myself feeling like a sputtering motor as we have had fits and starts of worship with Covid
delays and are now facing our third straight week of winter weekend weather. I told someone
who stopped by my office today, “We just cannot seem to gain any traction. We get started
only to have to stop again.” It is not February and we still haven’t had a Sunday together to
celebrate Epiphany, to celebrate baptism, to install officers, to begin the program year in
Sunday School, youth, children’s and young adult ministries. February has become the new
January. “Lord,” I ask, “Will the entire year be this way?”
I ask the question but I have yet to get a clear, answer. Are you like me? Do you need those
clear answers, the big booming voice of God to square up directly in front of us and deliver
the news that cannot be misunderstood? News, worthy of gaining traction rarely happens
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PASTOR'S LOVE LETTER

that way. It is more like a still small whisper, a puff of wind in the middle of a blizzard, a still
small sense of peace in the middle of chaos. If traction is the action of drawing or pulling
something over a surface, we are gaining a bit of traction.
If I open my heart to the places God is gaining traction in our community of faith, I can see
tire marks in the snow. I see God taking root in the hearts of many; I see God healing the
addictions of beloved members of our community; I see God urging the WISE team to keep
important issues of mental health in the forefront of our church practices; I see members of
the community in times of pain and grief reaching out to the church, the very presence of
God, hope incarnate for prayer and support; I see our community of faith living out our
mission to proclaim the good news of Christ through outreach to all people as we sponsor an
Afghan Refugee family resettling in our area. Come to think of it, I don’t just see tracks, I see
real traction, forward progress.
Morsal, the 17-year-old of our refugee family, took my hand and led me down the hall of her
home. They take their shoes off by the front door so we were traveling sock-footed. In her
playful spirit, she took off running. With me fixed in her right hand, I had no choice but to
follow at her speed. I wondered where we were going and then she let go of my hand and
used the lack of traction between her socks and the hardwood floor to take the stance of a
surfer and slide across the floor. The smile on her face spoke of the traction she is gaining in
her new life here among us. My sock-feet unpredictably sliding across the floor spoke to the
traction that God gains when we dare to take our shoes off, stand witness to the presence of
the Holy in our lives and slide in unpredictable ways into the future of God’s amazing grace.
Prayer: God thank you for opening our eyes to see where you are work in our world. God, give us
the continued courage to join you in that work, to gain traction, for the sake of the Gospel
jubilee, however it may come, even in these unpredictable times! Amen.
Love and courage,
Pastor Kristin
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MT. HOPE UCC
CONSISTORY
MEETING

Members Present: Gloria Apple, Lorie Arrington,

12-31-21

Pastor Present: Pastor Kristin

Dallas Belvin, Dave Blakesley, Janet Ellis,
Cathy Gossett, Bob Hamlett, and Sharon Mims.

The meeting was called to order at 8:41pm. a quorum was established and Dallas welcomed
all.
Approval of the Minutes: Bob Hamlett made a motion to accept the Congregational
Minutes and Consistory Minutes from November as presented and David Blakesley
seconded.
Motion carried.
Treasurer’s Report: The beginning balance for November was $157,979.83 and the
monthly income was $53,786.43. Expenses were $33,393.45 which resulted in an ending
balance of $178,372.81. Cathy Gossett made a motion to accept the treasurer’s report as
presented and Lorie Arrington seconded.
Motion carried.
Election of Consistory Officers: Dallas Belvin chose not to run for president for 2022. Janet
Ellis nominated and Lorie Arrington seconded for Gloria Apple to be our 2022 Consistory
president. Janet Ellis will remain vice-president. Dora Moore will remain treasurer.
Simon Clark will remain assistant treasurer.
Joe Hughes will remain assistant treasurer.
Cathy Gossett nominated Lorie Arrington as secretary and Janet Ellis nominated Sharon
Mims as assistant Secretary. Bob Hamlett made a motion to accept the slate of officers for
2022 and Dave Blakesley seconded.
Motion carried.
Installation of 2022 Consistory: Sunday January 2nd the new consistory members along
with the present consistory members will be installed during worship.
Raffle: We are proud to announce that Cardinal Tree service and Mt. Hope UCC are joining
together to raise funds that will help our local community! All you have to do is make a $25
check donation (to the church) and in the note section write “Cardinal Fundraiser”
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MT. HOPE UCC
CONSISTORY
MEETING
Continued

then you will be entered into the raffle where we are giving away $500 in services from
Cardinal Tree Service. The raffle will take place on January 1st and they will go live for the
drawing. Every $25 is one entry so if you donate $100, then your name will be entered 4
times! Fundraiser will run from now through Dec.31st!!!
Bob Hamlett & Dave Blakesley have served their two terms and we thank them for their
service.
The Consistory would like to thank Dee Greeson,
Judy Gerner, Becky Stafford, Sylvia Belvin, and
Bennie Gerner for the wonderful dinner and decorating the fellowship hall so beautifully.
Thank you!
Janet Ellis made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Lorie Arrington seconded.
Meeting adjourned at 9:00pm
Next meeting will be January 13, 2022 at 7pm
Respectfully submitted,
Gloria Apple
Secretary
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MT. HOPE UCC
SMALL GROUP GATHERING GUIDELINES

In order to make sure we do not spread the

Plan seating with a safe space of at least 6

virus, it will be necessary to maintain a few

feet between participants

precautions when meeting in our small

Wear masks during the event that covers

church groups. These precautions are

your nose and mouth, for both indoor and

important as we deal with new variants of the

outdoor meetings. Remove only when

virus, as well as the continuing presence of

eating or drinking.

COVID in our community.

Provide additional masks if needed and
have hand sanitizer available

The main ways to protect each other when we

Sanitize high contact spaces such as

meet include paying attention to the

doorknobs or table tops after the event

practices that have proven to be important in

Van usage:

this fight. The guidelines below are intended

50% (7 people counting driver )

to help us avoid the possibility of sharing the

Van riders – 1 person per seat, socially

virus with each other. These steps follow CDC

distanced and spaced out

and NCDHHS recommendations and should

Please do not attend if you have any of

be used regardless of vaccination status.

these symptoms:

Individuals responsible for planning and

Fever/chills

coordinating small group events within the

Cough/Shortness of breath

church should follow these guidelines:

Fatigue/Body aches
Headache

For the event:

Sore throat

New loss of taste or smell
"At the very heart of this Christmas
season is God.

Plan for outdoors if possible, use any

available ventilation when indoors such

Congestion/runny nose

Diarrhea
We can honor Him by being kind
to /Nausea/Vomiting
one and all."

as running the fan continuously on the
heating/cooling system during the
meeting
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Outdoor Ministry Phase III
The playground was scheduled to be
installed the week of January 24th
but with the ice and snow it has the
installer behind at least a week. Stay
tuned for updates.

Bad Weather
Reminder if the church is closed due
to bad weather, the closing or online
only will be posted on Facebook,
News 2 and Fox 8 listed under Mt.
Hope United Church of Christ.

Steeple Fund
As of January 24th we have
surpassed our goal to raise $50,000
towards the steeple repair. We have
currently received $67,118.61. The
approximate cost to repair is $100K.
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The W.I.S.E. Moment
When a Loved One Has
Dementia/Alzheimer’s Disease

Building a Caregiver Team

When someone you love has

something you should do alone. Your

Dementia/Alzheimer’s disease, both

most important support will come from

your lives are affected. It is important

family and friends. Help will also come

to find ways to cope with the

from a team of dedicated healthcare

challenges this disease presents.

professionals and support agencies.

Caring for your loved one isn’t

A doctor guides your loved one’s
medical care. This may be your

Caring for Yourself
It’s normal to want to do as much as
you can for your loved one. But it’s
vital to look after your own needs, too.
Know that it’s okay to take regular
breaks from caregiving. Accept help
when it’s offered. And be willing to ask
for help when you need it. Doing that
will help you feel refreshed and give
you a break from your caregiving
responsibility when you need one.

family doctor or a neurologist
(brain specialist).
Social workers and case managers
can help with paperwork and longterm planning.
Nurses, therapists, and homehealth aides can provide
supervised care for your loved one.
Local support agencies can offer
advice and assistance. These
include area eldercare agencies
and local Alzheimer’s Association
chapters.

nioJ

Mt. Hope Informational Sessions
Mt. Hope will be offering three Dementia/Alzheimer’s informational sessions in
the month of February. They will begin on Wednesday, February 9 at 6:00 PM
and continue on the following two Wednesdays, February 16 and February 23
at 6:00 PM. Please call Carolyn Simpson at (336)639-8000 or Mt. Hope Church at
(336)697-1561 to register.
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THANK YOU
Kristin & family, Gloria and everyone else

WOMEN'S
FELLOWSHIP

at Mt. Hope –

On January 9th we celebrated Mary

Thank you! We are so grateful for all you

Catherine Moser’s 95th birthday! Mary

do for the residents at Alamance Plaza.

Catherine is well known for her

FROM ANNA GREEN

Thank you for coming to deliver a great
meal for both Thanksgiving and

homemade oatmeal cookies. She is
always willing to share her cooking and
quilting talents in service to her church

Christmas! The residents really appreciate

and community. Thanks to everyone who

getting a hot, yummy meal. You are the

drove by the church to deliver their best

hands and feet of Jesus and I am grateful

wishes a few days prior to her actual

to have you come and help me in serving
the seniors here. Blessings in the New
Year!"

January 12th birthday and to Lin
Gallagher who made it happen.
The Women’s Fellowship will resume
our study of Marcia’s book Holy Moley
God, You’ve Got to be Kidding at our
next meeting on Tuesday, February 8th,
6:30 p.m.
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BOY SCOUT TROOP
365 SLOW ROASTED
BOSTON BUTT SALE!
➢Saturday, March 5, 2022
➢8-10 lb. Boston Butt slow cooked over Hickory Coals
➢$35 each & includes BBQ Sauce
➢Pre-order from any of our Boy Scouts or Leaders
➢Pick-Up from 8:00 am - 11:00 am at Kimesville Fire &
Rescue Department
➢Proceeds benefit our Scouting Programs & Activities
➢For More Information call 336-565-0696
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What's New

FEBRUARY 12
MISSION: BE THE
CHURCH – AFGHAN
FAMILY SILENT
AUCTION
FEBRUARY 2, 9, 16, 23 –
CHOIR REHEARSAL
AT 7:00 P.M.
FEBRUARY 20
BOARD OF
CHRISTIAN
EDUCATION MEETING
AT 1:30 P.M.

Upcoming Gospel According
to Dr. Seuss and Mission: Be
the Church Days –
March 6
What Was I Scared Of?
April 3
The Cat in the Hat Come Back,
Special Guest – The Cat in the Hat
May 15
Horton Hears a Who

For the months of February and March, we will

Address Changes

be collecting clean Styrofoam, including food
containers. Foam must be clean, dry, and free of
labels and tape. No foam packing peanuts can

Linda Neese
6719 Jim Neese Rd.
Julian, NC 27283
Adelita Swaim
Cedar Ridge Retirement
2680 S Mebane Street
#221
Burlington NC 27215

be accepted. You may leave your Styrofoam in
the Ice Room downstairs.
The beginning of April, we will deliver all of the
collected Styrofoam to the Tiny House
Community Development organization to be
recycled. They will sell the Styrofoam to
companies in New Jersey that use it to make
picture frames and molding. Tiny House
Community Development will use the proceeds
from the sell of the Styrofoam to help reduce
homelessness in the Triad.
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FEBRUARY CALENDAR
Wednesday, February 2

Monday, February 14

10:00 am, Bible Study -NFH

6:00 pm, Yoga with Sonia

7:00 pm, Choir Practice

Wednesday, February 16

Thursday, February 3

10:00 am, Bible Study -NFH

8:00 am, Yoga with Sonia

6:00 pm, Dementia/Alzheimer's Sessions

Sunday, February 6

7:00 pm, Choir Practice

10:30 am, Worship

Thursday, February 17

11:30 am, Gather, Learn Grow

8:00 am, Yoga with Sonia

11:30 am, Youth & Children Music

2:00 pm, Music & Worship Meeting

1:30 pm BCE Meeting

Sunday, February 20

5:00 pm, Youth Meeting (Zoom/In person TBD)
Monday, February 7

10:30 am, Worship
11:30 am, Gather, Learn Grow

6:00 pm, Yoga with Sonia

11:30 am, Youth & Children Music

Tuesday, February 8

5:00 pm, Youth Meeting (Zoom/In person TBD)

6:30 pm, Women’s Meeting

Monday, February 21

Wednesday, February 9

6:00 pm, Yoga with Sonia

10:00 am, Bible Study –NFH

Wednesday, February 23

6:00 pm, Dementia/Alzheimer's Sessions

10:00 am, Bible Study -NFH

7:00 pm, Choir Practice

6:00 pm, Dementia/Alzheimer's Sessions

Thursday, February 10

7:00 pm, Choir Practice

8:00 am, Yoga with Sonia

Thursday, February 24

7:00 pm, Consistory Meeting

8:00 am, Yoga with Sonia

Sunday, February 13

Sunday, February 27

10:30 am, Worship

10:30 am, Worship

11:30 am, Gather, Learn Grow

11:30 am, Gather, Learn Grow

11:30 am, Youth & Children Music

11:30 am, Youth & Children Music

No Youth Meeting

5:00 pm, Youth Meeting (Zoom/In person TBD)

Birthdays
1st

Blanche Greeson

18th

Lloyd Gilliam, Ekin Cemre Ustunel

26th Dora Fay Moore

2nd

Becky Stafford

20th

Virginia Barker

28th Bob Hamlett

5th

Corbin Craft

21st

Tammy Martin, Pamela Minor

13th

Lizzie Honey

22nd

Joan May, Barbara Honey

18th

Betty Kim Settlemyre

24th

Inez Thornberg, Greg Moser
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PRAYER REQUESTS
Health Care Center
Alamance House
Clapp’s Nursing Center
Ralph Scott Homes
Brookdale Burlington
Twin Lakes
Clapp’s Assisted Living
Guilford House
Alamance Healthcare Center
Cedar Ridge Retirement

Mt. Hope Military Connections
R. Denny Ingold (#112)
Robert Ingold (#807)
Betty Kim Settlemyre
Peggie Coble (#74)
Darlene Cherry
Jeanne Ingold (#315)
Blanche Greeson
William Andrews (#55)
Adelita Swaim (#221)

Scott Amick
Kyle Gerner
Michael Clapp
Michael Terraforte
Grant Harden
Megan Moore Hughes
Abigail Thompson
Josh Ellis

Members/Friends & Relatives
Betty & Richard Kime
Pat Levens
LuEller Ingold
J.R. Shoffner
Dean & Peggy Greeson
Bill & Peggy Welker
Lloyd & Sylvia Gilliam
Sharon Nance
Wesley & Esther Clark
Nancy Wimbish
Carmen Kriegsman
Dennis McGee
Karen Mounce
Cheryl Clark
Peggie Coble
Robin Gerner
Kathy Welborn Harrison
Linda Neese
Carolyn Simpson
Mandy Levens
David Honey
Jessica
Shane Swaim
Ray & Sharon Mims

Mel Kreigsman
Family of Norma Jean Neese Berry
Blanche Greeson
Nancy Phipps
Family of Teresa Oakley
Hilda A. Coble
Elgie Underwood
Cindy Hughes
Tommy & Susie Simpson
Abbie Hawkins
Linda Miller
NC State troopers
Bill & Nancy Smith
The Carolyn Beard Family
Wes Royal
Ricky Cauthren
David Massengill
Libby Lowdermilk
Pete Keener
Dwight Talley Family
Wesley Reece
Helen Levens
Blanche Greeson

Dianne Thomas-Gloria Apple’s
sister
Lydia Moser
Gray Whitesell
Steve Greeson
Erika Prevost
Steve & Peggy Burns
James & Laurie Baker
Kraven, Gabriella and Kayleigh
Carolyn Jenkins
Peggy & Tom Larson
Melinda Kozak
Alonzo Smith
Tyler Stewart
Helen Levens
Freddie Gossett
Steve Greeson
Gail Provost
Kiley Brown
Family of Bobby Wolfe
Elgi Underwood, mother of Sharon
Mims
The Aria Family
Gossett Family

