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Facing the possibility of knee
replacement surgery got me thinking.
In 1990 when I had my first knee
surgery I remember the situation very
well. With the pain I was
experiencing then and the pain that I’m experiencing now,
anything would be better. You go into the hospital,
someone puts a little mask over your face, and the next
thing you know you wake up with the pain all gone.
Wouldn’t it be great if life were like that? If we could
just go to sleep and wake up with all our hurts and pain,
our trials and tribulations all gone. It would be so nice just
to close our eyes for awhile and wake up with everything
OK.
I learned another lesson from that experience though.
The surgery was over. The pain was gone……until the
anesthetic wore off. It was then that I found out that for
healing to take place the pain might be more severe for a
while. In order for my knee to get better I would have to
put up with some pain and some restrictions for a while.
That, my friends, is life! No matter what we’re going
through, sometimes things have to hurt more for a while in
order to make them better. Sometimes we have to change
what we do and the way we do them in order to allow
healing to take place.
It’s going to be another six weeks before I know
whether I’ll be having knee replacement surgery or not,
but the lessons have already been learned. I’m ready to do
what I need to do to allow healing to take place. As we
deal with the hurts, pains, and disappointments that are a
reality in life, maybe we need to remember those lessons
from surgery. Doing something is better than doing
nothing, sometimes it might hurt a lot more before it gets
better, but true healing is well worth the effort.
Lloyd

Mt. Hope United Church of Christ
Consistory Meeting Minutes
March 13, 2014
Members Present: Gloria Apple, Linda Ayers,
Dallas Belvin, Bill Craft, Lloyd Gilliam, Cathy
Gossett, Clifton Greeson, Bob Hamlett, Dora
Moore, Cheryl Royal, Becky Stafford.
Trustees Present: Harden Phipps, Wesley Reece
and Stephen Shue.
The meeting was called to order at 7:10 p.m. A
quorum was established and President Lloyd
reviewed the proposed agenda.
Devotions: Pastor Lloyd Spencer spoke on change
and used an illustration of the book “A Visit to
Grandma’s.” He pointed out that sometimes there is
not much we can do when it occurs; change is going
to happen and it can be for the better. We need to be
open to things around us changing.
Youth Report– Sharon Moore: Sharon stated that
she is excited about the direction and changes for
the Youth. She presented handouts of the Youth
Planning Format and Program Structure and stated
that this will give each individual an opportunity to
develop his or her own activities. Youth Planning
Meetings will be held the 1st and 3rd Sunday and the
5th Sunday of each month the Youth will conduct
the worship service.
Secretary’s Report: It was noted by Dallas Belvin
that Walnut Wood Golf Course was misspelled in
the section of the Andy Open Golf Tournament.
After the correction was made; a motion was made
and seconded to accept the February minutes as
written. The motion carried.
Trustee’s Report: Harden
Harden Phipps reported that Jim Fields of
Mechanical Heating and Air expects to start
installation of heating system the Monday
after the BBQ & Chicken Pie Supper.
It was announced that the new heating and
cooling unit in Shirley’s office had been
replaced and was donated by Kay Heating and
Air by Bob Hamlett.
Harden presented a fund raising proposal for a
tractor pull with profits to benefit the FFA
Scholarship fund to rising seniors at Southeast
High School. After discussions consistory
members decided to refer this to the
Stewardship Committee which will meet
March 25, 2014.

Pastor’s Report:
Pastor Lloyd stated that the ministry teams are
in full swing and the ladies study group is
going well.
The Sunday evening classes on “Where We’ve
Been and Where We’re Going” continue to be
very thought-provoking.
Pastor Lloyd went over the plans for the
upcoming April schedule. Maundy Thursday
Service will be Thursday, April 13th at 7 p.m.
Good Friday Service is scheduled April 18th at
7 p.m. with Easter being April 20th. Easter
Sunrise Service will be at 6:30 a.m. with
breakfast to follow in the Fellowship Hall.
Treasurer’s Report: Bill reported the February
treasurer’s report as follows:
General fund receipts for February totaled
$12,325.08
General fund disbursements for budgeted
items for February were $12,134.24
Disbursements for non-budgeted items totaled
$1,700.99
The General Fund balance at the end of
February was ($9,786.22) This also reflects a
negative balance.
Major expenses ($1000 or more) in February
included fuel and power, and February salaries and
benefits. A total of $639.39 was also paid to
programs benefitting Mount Hope youth, those in
need, and for educational and study activities. A
motion was made and seconded to accept the
February treasurer’s report as presented. The
motion carried.
Committee Reports:
Stewardship Committee – Bill Craft and Cathy
Gossett: Cathy Gossett gave an overview with
handout of Mt. Hope’s tax exempt status and the
regulations governing tax exempt 501(C)(3)
organizations’ benefits and responsibilities under
the federal tax available from the IRS. Our policy is
to make this presentation annually to avoid any
activities which could compromise our tax exempt
status.
Meals 4 Kids – Gloria Apple: Gloria stated that
she was getting more sponsors to the program. She
reported that people were still using the drop box
for donations. The committee is working on redoing the signs advertising the 24 hour drop box.

They will put a note in the newsletter to get the
word out that the donations collected will be used
for Meals4kids and Greensboro Urban Ministry
Gloria noted the ARK project was going well and
stated that each project is different and requires
different skills.
Continuing Business: Clifton & Dallas
Clifton Greeson noted that BBQ &Chicken Pie
Supper is scheduled for March 23, 2014.
Dallas Belvin informed the consistory plans for
the Andy Open scheduled May 31st at Walnut Wood
Golf Course were going well.
Closing Prayer by Rev. Lloyd Spencer
The meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m.
The Consistory reconvened at 8:55 p.m.
The Consistory discussed Pastor Lloyd’s benefits
package. Since Lloyd is on Medicare to date he
asked if the Consistory would approve paying for
the Medicare insurance premium instead of his
regular premium policy. This will result in a net
savings for Mount Hope. A motion was made to
approve. The motion carried.
Discussion centered around a Pastoral Relations
Committee and if we had one fully functioning. A
motion was made to get the Pastoral Relations
Committee formed.
Next meeting: April 10, 2014.
Respectfully Submitted By: Linda Ayers, Secretary

Women’s Fellowship
Hello Ladies! You are now enjoying the arrival
of spring and are busy with the various tasks that
come with it. Our circles will meet jointly on
Tuesday May 13th at 7:00. I hope most of you will
be able to be present at that time. It will be our final
study on Abiding Hope—The Presence of God in
Exodus and Deuteronomy. You could read
Exodus 20-23 and Deuteronomy 6: 1-9 for the
background on Covenant Living. Rev. Spencer
may also wish to touch on the last two lessons in the
series: Temptations along the Way, and God’s
Abiding Presence. So just keep reading Exodus
and Deuteronomy and you will be prepared to
answer all the questions! We do thank Rev. Spencer
for taking the time with us.

We have been invited to Pleasant Union UMC
on Friday, May 2, 2014 at 6:30 PM. for the Church
Women United May Friendship Day. A light supper
will be served followed by the program which is
titled Through God our Hands can Serve. Let me
know if you would like to attend and we can car
pool from the church.
Don’t forget! We are helping to serve breakfast
to our fabulous youth group on May 10th. Call
Barbara Greeson if you did not sign up and would
like to be included.
Our dear Dottie Deeter is to have more surgery
as this goes to press. We pray that all will go well
for her, and for the continuation of the chemo she
has to look forward to.
Love and blessings to all, Elizabeth Craft
Greensboro
Urban
Ministry:
AWESOME ! AWESOME! What a
blessing! On April 8th, we sent 189
pounds of food to Greensboro Urban
Ministry. This was for 2 months of
collecting. Thank you so much. They
were so appreciative for our
donations since the need was so great. Our May
dates to collect food items will be Sunday, May 4th,
and Sunday, May 11th. Children will be out of
school soon so let’s all donate a can or two of
peanut butter and jelly to help build up the food
bank. Giving together, we can help to make a
difference in the homes of others. For your
convenience a basket has been placed in the
Narthex for your donations of non-perishable food
items. There is also a container for any monetary
donations that you may wish to share. There are
also containers in the breezeway. We pray for
God’s blessings on all of us as we support this much
needed ministry.

Friends & Neighbors
On Tuesday, April 18, 25 of the Friends and
Neighbors senior group traveled via our new church
bus to Seagrove to visit area potteries. Amber
Scarlett of the NC Tourism Department arranged
our visits to the various potteries.
The first pottery we visited was the original
Owens Pottery which specializes in traditional and

decorative pottery. We were able to hear about the
Boyd family’s history in the pottery industry and
see a large display of their various works. Their
focus is on the red glaze dinnerware, and it is
beautiful. We also visited the DirtWorks Pottery
where we were able to tour their work area and
observe the actual pottery-making process.
We enjoyed lunch at the Westmoore Family
Restaurant, then toured downtown potteries.
Seagrove is the largest community of potters with
the longest continual history of pottery making in
the United States. As we began our trip back home,
we detoured to see the Pisgah Covered bridge, one
of only two left in the State of North Carolina. The
bridge, originally built in
1911 at a cost of $40, was refurbished in 1999 to
help preserve it.
Our next meeting will be Tuesday, May 20. Join
us at the church at 9:30 for our business meeting
and devotions. This will be our last meeting before
summer as we meet on the school calendar year. We
are looking for new ideas for activities for next year
so bring your suggestions or contact Dottie Deeter
or Nancy Wimbish. Following our business
meeting, we will travel to the Farmers’ Market on
Sandy Ridge Road where we will enjoy seeing the
spring plants and flowers and share lunch at the
Moose Café at 12:30 before returning home. Our
next meeting will not be until September.

New Member

Our newest member, Christina Oliver, joined our
fellowship on March 30, 2014. Here Christina is
pictured (center) with Consistory President, Lloyd
Gilliam, Brenda Currie, Christina’s son, Austin, and
Pastor Lloyd Spencer. Christina has been attending
and working in the church for several years. We are
so happy to have her as our newest member!
YOUTH SUNDAY SERVICE
March 30th, the Mt Hope High School Youth lead
the morning worship service. The service began
with the acolyte and an upbeat welcome video as
the choral call to worship. That was followed by
several contemporary songs, children’s time,
offering, scripture, prayer and the sermon. The
sermon was on the words, Faith, Family,
Commitment and Love. These words are on the
back of the Mt Hope T-shirts and this inspired their
sermon. Each youth spoke on one of the words,
what it meant to them and how it has played a part
in their life. A special thank you goes out to
Carmen Cox, Gloria Apple and Lorie Arrington, for
working with the youth and helping them with the
service. We look forward to June when we will
have another youth Sunday.

Easter Egg Hunt
The annual Easter Egg Hunt was held on Sunday,
April 6th. We would like to give a big THANK
YOU to Casey Ellis for a job well done. In case you
didn’t know it, she took the lead in organizing this
year’s Easter Egg Hunt. We would like to thank all
the parents who donated snacks. We even spotted
the Easter bunny hiding eggs this year! Thank you
also to all the youth that helped stuff eggs, decorate,
clean up or help in any way. We can’t say enough
about our Youth. They make us proud!

PALM SUNDAY
Palm Sunday was on April 13th. We invited all ages
to join us in carrying the palms. This was the largest
group we have ever had, which made this day extra
special. We would like to thank Tim Hucks and the
choir for the special song that was played for us as
we marched in waving our palms.

Meals4kids News
On April 19th we had our first bagging that was
open to volunteers and we were blessed to have
Cindy Hughes and Linda Miller join us. Thank you
for your help and come back anytime! Hopefully
our signs will be done this month. We are having
the old signs restored to announce our 24 hour drop
box is available to take donations for Meals4kids
and Greensboro Urban Ministry. This will help
make this convenient service known to our church
members and the community. As always we thank
you for your continued support in helping us feed
the children. Working for Christ! Carmen, Helen,
Lisa, Judy, Barbara and Gloria
Garden Club: The Good Earth Garden
Club will meet May the 6th at 6:30
p.m. in the parking lot for an outing.

ATTENTION ALL YOUTH – All ages
The youth are having an event on May 9th and hope
you can come.
5th Grade & Under – Friday, May 9th, starting
6:00pm, pickup 7:30pm, we will have fun time for
youth 5th grade and under. This will be led by our
High School Youth. This will include pizza, craft
and fun time.
Middle School & High School Youth – Starting
Friday, May 9th- 7:30pm, pickup time, 10:00am
May 10th, we will have a church lock-in. The will
include pizza, a in the church scavenger hunt, an
outing (bowling or movies) & other fun activities.
Each youth attending must fill out a permission slip.
If your youth will be attending please RSVP by
May 4th so we will have a headcount for food and
activities planned, Carmen Cox, 336-312-2173.
Thanks

place flowers in memory of a loved one on any of
these dates or on any Sunday, please contact Shirley
in the church office at 697-1561.
HOMECOMING 2014
Homecoming is Sunday, May 18th. The
Homecoming celebration begins with the service in
the Memorial Garden at 10:00 am. The regular
worship service begins at 11:00 am. There will be
no Sunday School due to the outdoor service at
10:00 am.
Lunch will be served immediately after the
worship service. The Disciples Class will be serving
grilled chicken, green beans, parsley potatoes and
roll. This includes a beverage and dessert. Cost per
plate is $6.00. Please join us for fellowship and a
great meal.
CEMETERY INFORMATION
As stated in the Memorial Association Rules
and Regulations for Use of Funds and Burial in
Church Cemetery, seasonal flowers should be
removed in a timely fashion. All flowers should be
monitored to prevent weathered and faded
appearance.
The mowers should be finished with the
cemetery grounds by late Saturday afternoon, May
17th. Please do not put any flowers in the path of the
mowers before then. Please remove any flowers in
the path of the mowers by Wednesday, May 21st.
If you have any questions, please call Becky
Stafford (613-1538) or Bennie Gerner (697-1620).
CEMETERY FUND/ENDOWMENT FUND
DONATIONS
Donations in memory or honor of a loved one must
be received in the church office by Wednesday,
May 7th, 2014 to be listed in the 2014 Homecoming
bulletin.
Andy Open Golf Tournament: Begin planning
now for this year’s Andy Open Golf Tournament. It
will take place on May 31, 2014 at the Walnut
Wood Golf Course. Put this date on your calendar
now!
We do not as yet have anyone
scheduled to place flowers on the
altar for Mother’s Day on May
11th, Homecoming, May 18th, or
Father’s Day on June 15th. If you would like to

Social Concerns Committee: The
Social Concerns Committee is
starting a new project. We would
like to begin collecting prescription
medicine bottles to be sent to 3rd
World Countries to be used for
medicine distribution. Containers have been placed
in the Narthex and the Breezeway for you to leave
your empty bottles. Be sure to remove the
prescription labels. We are only collecting
prescription bottles, not over-the-counter medicine
bottles. Thank you so much for your willingness to
help out those around us!
Address Change: We have received an updated
address for Joe and Beverly Anzaldua. Their
mailing address is PO Box 1024, Coats, NC 27521.
Please make note of this change in your directories.
Their phone number is the same as is listed in the
directory.

Thank You: The Social
Concerns Committee would
like to say “thank you” to all
of you who contributed so
generously to the project to
provide school supplies for
Hampton School. They were
very appreciative and sent a large thank you card
which is posted in the Breezeway. It says “Thank
you for all the school supplies. They are great!” and
it is signed by all of the children.

Food Bank Office Manager, Greensboro Urban
Ministry.
Condolences: We extend our
heartfelt sympathies to Rev.
Lynne Hinton on the passing of
her father, Dr. Jack Hinton, who
died suddenly on Sunday, April 6.
You may send condolences to
Lynne at her home in New Mexico. The following
is her address:
Rev. Lynne Hinton & Bob Branard
10521 Fourth St. NW
Albuquerque, NM 87114

Thank you: I would like to thank my church family
for all your prayers and concerns during my recent
surgery. It is wonderful to be a part of such a loving
and caring group of people! Ralph O’Ferrell
Thank you: To my loving church family: I want to
say thank you for all your prayers, cards, calls, and
visits while I was in the hospital and since I have
been back at home. Helen Johnson
Thank you: My heartfelt thanks to my church
family for your calls, cards, visits, thoughts and
prayers, during my recent illness. I am truly blessed
to have such a wonderful church family. ~Mary
Reece
Thank You: Dear Friends of Greensboro Urban
Ministry, May we take this opportunity to thank you
for your recent food donation of 189 pounds, and
for all you folk do for this Agency. What a
gracious response to our needs when there are so
many people hurting. May we thank you for the
food, and for thinking of those less fortunate – and
for what this does for our mission of mercy for the
community. The need has never been greater, and
this will, and has, helped so many. The need for
food and other essentials is at a record high, and
providing sufficient food for Greensboro Urban
Ministry’s Emergency Assistance Program and for
our Potter’s House daily meals is critical as we
attempt to meet the needs of so many who come to
us for help. As part of the Greensboro Urban
Ministry team, we are reminded daily of the many
families in our area who are facing daily challenges,
and with a response such as yours, these needs are
met! Thank you for caring. Sincerely, Val Marshall,

May Birthdays
st

1
2nd
3rd
4th
6th
7th
8th
9th
11th
12th
13th
14th
15th
16th
17th
18th
19th
20th
21st
22nd
23rd
24th
26th
27th
28th
29th
31st

Pam Deaton, Judith Morgan
Shawn Taylor
Kaitlyn Jones
Steve Gardner, Jeff Harris
Barbara Greeson
Jessica Bolton
Matthew Pinson, Tyler Strouth
Brant Hancock, Irene Sharpe, Jeffrey
Welker, Kelley Whitesell
Donnie Flinchum, Jr.
Janet Ellis, Gail Prevost
Lorie Arrington
Joshua Apple, Peggy Barber, Sylvia Belvin,
Haywood Levens
Angel Minor
Tommy Shoffner
Ray Neese, Sr., Emma Strouth
Austin Oliver
Kathy Fulk
Kelly Clapp, Freddie Gossett, Madison
Jarrett
Kaitlyn Woollett
Casey Whitesell
Brian Neal, Jay Patterson
Peggy Levens, Carla Moore
Evelyn Neese
Phillip Fittante, John McDade, Jason Shinn
Pattie Greeson, Maria Sbityakov
Addison Harris
William Gauldin, Larry Moore

20th
May Anniversaries
4th
5th
6th
8th
th

10
12th
21st

22nd
23rd
25th
26th
29th
30th

Rick & Judith Morgan
Joe & Beverly Anzaldua
Thomas Bowles & Cynthia Morris
Simon & Brittany Clark
Harold & Doris Reece
Blake & Dorie Whitman
Alton & Lana Dunevant
Wayne & Mary Greeson
Darrel & Debbie Harris
John & Melinda McDade
Lloyd & Gussie Spencer
Ricky & Donna Cauthren
Joe & Cindy Hughes
Kevin & Melissa Greeson
David & Debra Prater
Bob & Cindy Hamlett
Bill & Elizabeth Craft
Gerald & Linda Greeson

May Events
2nd
4th

6th
7th
8th
9th
11th

13th
14th
17th
18th

6:30 p.m., Women United May Friendship
Day at Pleasant Union UMC
Collecting for Greensboro Urban Ministry
9:45 a.m., Sunday School
11:00 a.m., Worship
3:00 p.m., Youth Planning Meeting
6:30 p.m., Good Earth Garden Club
9:00 a.m., Quilters meet
6:45 p.m., Handbell Choir Rehearsal
7:30 p.m., Choir Rehearsal
7:00 p.m., Consistory
Youth Lock-In
MOTHER’S DAY
Collecting for Greensboro Urban Ministry
9:45 a.m., Sunday School
11:00 a.m., Worship
7:00 p.m., Combined Ladies Circle Meeting
9:00 a.m., Quilters meet
6:45 p.m., Handbell Choir Rehearsal
7:30 p.m., Choir Rehearsal
12:00 p.m. Pickin’ In The Park
Homecoming Sunday

21st
25th
26th
27th
28th
31st

10:00 a.m., Memorial Service
11:00 a.m., Worship
12:00 p.m., Lunch
9:30 a.m., Friends & Neighbors
7:00 p.m., Evangelism Team meeting
9:00 a.m., Quilters meet
6:45 p.m., Handbell Choir Rehearsal
7:30 p.m., Choir Rehearsal
9:45 a.m., Sunday School
11:00 a.m., Worship
Memorial Day
7:00 p.m., Stewardship Committee
9:00 a.m., Quilters meet
6:45 p.m., Handbell Choir Rehearsal
7:30 p.m., Choir Rehearsal
Andy Open Golf Tournament

Fellowship Committee: The first outing scheduled by the fellowship committee for this season will take place
on Saturday, May 17th at Hagan-Stone Park. (see flyer below). Bring a chair and plan to enjoy a wonderful time
of fellowship and music. Food will be available for purchase. Be planning now to attend!

Don’t forget our heroes this Memorial Day, May 26, 2014

